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issued a " general warrant" (i.e. one in which no names
are mentioned) for the arrest of the " authors, printers, and
publishers " of the North Briton. The arrests (forty-nine in
all) were carried out, but Wilkes claimed that, as a member
of Parliament, he could not be arrested for libel. This
claim was upheld by the Lord Chief Justice and Wilkes was
accordingly released.

The House of Commons (or rather the Government)
was not satisfied, however, declared that Parliamentary
privilege did not extend to libel, and expelled Wilkes from
membership of the House. Before the libel action came up
for trial, Wilkes fled to France. We shall hear of him again.
The Wilkes case added to the unpopularity of the Govern-
The King ment; public opinion supported Wilkes and considered
general warrants illegal. Grenville, too, by his pertinacious
and tiresome loquacity,1 had made himself disliked by the
King; ^nd consequently he had to resign in 1765. "I
would sooner meet Mr. Grenville," the King is reported
to have said a little later, " at the point of my sword than
let him into my cabinet," And Grenville never held office
again.

Grenville was succeeded by Lord Rockingham, who tried
Rocking- to conciliate the colonies and repealed the Stamp Act.   He
minlsti^ also declared general warrants illegal, thus trying to undo
(1765~66)the harm Grenville had done.    Unluckily Pitt would not
serve under him, and in 1766 George III dismissed Rock-
ingham and called on Pitt to form a ministry and Pitt agreed.
George III hoped much from this, for Pitt was not only
Chatham's honoured by the whole nation, but had declared that he
(1766-685 would govern in accordance with the King's wishes, and
this was more likely since he had quarrelled with all other
parties.   But actually Chatham's day was done.   He had
long suffered terribly from gout, and he had become so
eccentric that he would withdraw for weeks and shut him-

1" When he has wearied me for two hours," the King complained," he looks at
his watch to see if he may not tire me for one hour more."